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It Is Impossible to enter into the religious meta-
physics discussed by these two correspondents. In a
long letter Taylor enlarges on the immortality of the
soul, and the point of dispute which Evelyn had
raised was the fate of the soul in the Interval between
death and the day of judgment. As may be imagined,
the great theologian had much to say on the subject.
In other letters he urges Evelyn to write more, and
specially looks forward to his Elysium Britannicum,
which he would prefer to be called Paradisus, This
book, however, was unfortunately never completed.
He commends Evelyn's Apology for the Royal Party,
"The materials are worthy, and the dress is clean,
and orderly and beauteous; and I wish all men In the
nation were obliged to read it twice."
In 1657, Jeremy Taylor was committed to the
Tower because his bookseller, Royston, had placed
before his collection of Offices the picture of Christ
praying, contrary to the provisions of a new Act
concerning "scandalous pictures.55 Evelyn sends a
letter to the Lieutenant of the Tower in order to
reconcile to his good opinion a person "who has
deserved so well and I think is so innocent," He
attributes the mistake to the printer, and asks that
Jeremy Taylor may be accorded a personal Inter-
view to explain matters.
In two or three letters Jeremy Taylor includes in
his expression of gratitude references to "your
bounty to me," "your kindness in taking care of me,"
and uses the word "pension." This refers to a
pension paid to Taylor in instalments by Evelyn.